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Advocacy Policy
Effective as at: 5 February 2025
1. Purpose
1.1. The purpose of the Canberra Law Student’ Society Advocacy Policy (hereby referred to as ‘the Advocacy Policy’) is to clarify the procedure through which matters of concern can be referred to the Canberra Law Students’ Society (hereby referred to as ‘the CLSS’) and matters to be considered by the CLSS prior to undertaking advocacy-based actions or projects.

2. Scope
2.1. This policy applies to CLSS members, elected and appointed committee members of the CLSS, and members of the public.

3. Definitions
3.1. Wherever a word or phrase has been used in this Policy and is defined within the CLSS Constitution, the word or phrase shall adopt the meaning as stated in the Constitution. Where there appears to be contradicting intentions between this Policy and the Constitution, the Constitution shall prevail.
3.2. The following terms shall have the meaning set below whenever they are referred to within this policy:
3.2.1. Referee means a CLSS member, elected or appointed committee member, or member of the public who refers a matter to the CLSS for consideration.
3.2.2. Student body refers to law students at the University of Canberra

4. Distribution
4.1. This Policy shall be made available to CLSS members, all committee members and members of the public by way of publication on the CLSS Website. 

5. Referrals
5.1. A matter should be referred to the CLSS President via email where the referee believes that the issue:
5.1.1. Affects students on a University, regional or national scale
5.1.2. Stems from a University of Canberra policy
5.1.3. Stems from a regional or national Government policy (be that a local, state or federal policy)
5.1.4. Is best addressed by the CLSS as the influential representative body for law students at the University of Canberra
5.2. The referee may liaise directly with the CLSS President if they feel that the CLSS is:
5.2.1. Unaware of the issue
5.2.2. Aware of the issue but failing to respond appropriately, noting the perceived severity of the issue 

6. Responding to Referrals
6.1. The CLSS President should respond to referrals within a reasonable timeframe based on the nature of the issue contained within the referral. 
6.2. The CLSS President should aim to respond to referrals with a decision as to whether the CLSS will pursue further action in relation to the issue, and if further action is to be pursued, the proposed nature of this action.
6.3. Further action may be considered inappropriate if:
6.3.1. The issue does not relate to law students, or is not in the best interests of law students at the University of Canberra
6.3.2. Further action would pose a significant burden on the CLSS to pursue, or have potentially negative effects on the CLSS (e.g. reputational damage, legal consequences).
6.3.3. Further action would be unconstitutional under the CLSS Constitution.
6.3.4. The CLSS views the matter as being particularly divisive between law students
6.3.4.1. Where this is the case the CLSS will consult the Australian Law Students’ Society as the peak national representative body for Australian law students.
6.3.4.2. The CLSS note that law a unanimous position is rare amongst students, and that consideration to the level of divisiveness must be given. 
6.4. Further action may be considered appropriate if:
6.4.1. The issue is currently developing and the form or effects of the issue are unknown at the time of referral
6.4.1.1. Ongoing monitoring of the issue and further action when appropriate will be considered sufficient action in relation to the referral
6.4.2. The CLSS considers the issue to be within their remit and a defined course of action for response can be determined. 
6.5. The considerations listed within s6.3 and s6.4 are not intended to be a rigid and exhaustive list. The CLSS President, in conjunction with the CLSS committee, may deem further action in/appropriate at their discretion

7. Information sharing
7.1. When a decision has been made as to the appropriateness of responding to a referral this shall be published in a brief report on the CLSS Website. This report shall:
7.1.1. Be de-identified so as not to provide any personal information regarding the referee
7.1.2. Give an overview of the issue referred
7.1.3. Outline the decision made by the CLSS
7.1.4. Provide justification as to why this decision was made
7.1.5. Provide information about further action taken by the CLSS (if this was deemed to be appropriate)
7.1.6. Provide any outcomes of the action taken by the CLSS (if this was deemed to be appropriate)

8. Impartiality
8.1. Where practical, any action taken by the CLSS should be reflective of the student body’s position
8.2. On particularly divisive issues the CLSS should aim to clarify the position of those seeking advocacy, as well as seeking information from the national representative body named in s6.3.4.1 of this Policy. 

9. Media Requests
9.1. All requests for media commentary must be directed to the CLSS President via email. Committee members are not permitted to respond to media enquiries without the express permission of the CLSS President.  

image1.png




