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Competitions Policy
Effective as at: 5 February 2025
1. Purpose
1.1. The purpose of the Canberra Law Student’ Society Engagement Policy (hereby referred to as ‘the Competitions Policy’) is to determine the expectations for those participating in competitions facilitated by the Canberra Law Students’ Society (hereby referred to as ‘the CLSS’ or ‘the Society’) or in competitions where they are representing the Society or the University of Canberra.
2. Scope
2.1. This policy applies to all competitors

3. Definitions
3.1. Wherever a word or phrase has been used in this Policy and is defined within the CLSS Constitution, the word or phrase shall adopt the meaning as stated in the Constitution. Where there appears to be contradicting intentions between this Policy and the Constitution, the Constitution shall prevail.
3.2. The following terms shall have the meaning set below whenever they are referred to within this policy:
3.2.1. ‘No shows’ are defined as non-attendance without reason provided to the CLSS Competitions Director.
3.2.2. ‘CLSS Competitions’ refer to any competition being facilitated by the CLSS Competitions Director
3.2.3. ‘External Competitions’ refer to any competition being facilitated by an external party where the competitor is representing the CLSS or the University of Canberra. 

4. General statement
4.1. Agreement with these rules is implied by a competitor’s participation within the competition. 
4.2. If a competitor does not agree with these rules they are not permitted to compete. 
4.3. Where the CLSS Competitions Director is being assisted by an individual competition manager they may delegate any task listed in this policy, however the CLSS Competitions Director reserves full decision making power. 

5. Application to compete
5.1. All applications must be made to the CLSS Competitions Director by a method at their discretion (e.g. via email or form). 
5.2. The CLSS Competitions Director can, at their discretion, accept or deny applications from any competitor with justification to be provided to the applicant in the instance where an application is denied. 
5.3. The CLSS Competitions Director can, at their discretion, accept or deny applications received after the prescribed ‘closing time’ for applications.  
5.4. Once a competition has commenced teams cannot be changed. If a team member is changed at any time this will result in immediate disqualification.
5.4.1. If a change in team member is realised retrospectively the CLSS Competitions Director will apply this disqualification at the time of realisation. 

6. Schedules and withdrawals
6.1. The CLSS Competitions Director will endeavour to release the schedule for internal competitions as early as possible.
6.2. If a team is unable to compete it is their responsibility to notify the CLSS Competitions Director as soon as possible. 
6.3. If a team does not provide at least 48 hours notice of their inability to compete in a round without reason the CLSS Competitions Director can, at their discretion, deny applications for future competitions.
6.3.1. Withdrawals due to study commitments will be considered as withdrawal without reason.
6.3.2. Reasonable grounds for withdrawal may include, but are not limited to, family emergencies, illness or other events which a reasonable person would consider to diminish the competitor’s ability to participate. 
6.4. The CLSS Competitions Director will, at all opportunities, endeavour to adhere to the schedule released to competitors. In some instances, such as judge availability or withdrawal of other teams, the CLSS Competitions Director can, at their discretion, amend the schedule originally released to competitors.  

7. Competitions procedures and rules
7.1. The format of internal competitions will be set by the CLSS Competitions Director.
7.2. Individual competition rules will be provided to competitors. 
7.3. Tied scores are not permitted at any round of an internal competition. 
7.4. Where an actual or perceived conflict of interest is realised between a judge and the competitor, it is the responsibility of the competitor to notify the CLSS Competitions Director immediately.
7.4.1. Failure to report a conflict of interest is cause for immediate disqualification.
7.4.2. If a conflict of interest is realised retrospectively the CLSS Competitions Director will apply this disqualification at the time of realisation.

8. Appeals
8.1. The decision of the Judge is final.
8.2. Where a competitor has a complaint about the behaviour or decision of a Judge they must contact the CLSS Competitions Director within 3 hours of the end of the competition round with details of the improper conduct of the Judge. 
8.3. Where the CLSS Competitions Director believes the complaint made holds merit they may waive s 8.1  and can, at their discretion, reschedule the round to occur with another judge or apply any other mitigation strategy they see fit. 
8.3.1. Rescheduling of rounds due to complaints should only be used as a last resort strategy. 
8.4. Where the complainant does not agree with the decision of the CLSS Competitions Director they may make a further appeal to the CLSS President, or in the event that the CLSS President is also competing, another member of the CLSS Committee.
8.4.1. Contact details for the individual responsible for further appeals will be made available to complainants at the time that the CLSS Competitions Director advises of their decision. 
8.4.2. Further appeals must be made to this individual within 2 hours of the CLSS Competitions Director’s decision being provided. 

9. Code of Conduct
9.1. Competitors are expected to act in a professional manner to all fellow competitors, Judges, spectators and CLSS Committee members. This includes shaking hands when offered, responding to questions from the Judge/s respectfully and acting in a manner which aligns with the expectations of the profession. 
9.2. Improper conduct may be defined as:
9.2.1. erratic or menacing behaviour
9.2.2. comments made which have the potential offend, harass or intimidate a reasonable person
9.2.3. providing confidential information which may influence the result of a competition
9.2.4. plagiarism
9.3. Where the CLSS Competitions Director believes a team has acted in an improper way they may penalise the team in line with the individual competitions rules, or, in severe cases, disqualify a team. 
9.4. Complaints about the conduct of fellow competitors can be made in line with the process outlined at s8 of this policy. 
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